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A Comparison of Direct Technique and Formalin-Ether Method in Determining Parasitic 

Infection among Health-Card Applicants in Shahroud City  

 

Abstract 

 

Background and Objective: Parasitic infection is one of the major health 

problems in the world. This study aimed at comparing the accuracy of two 

methods of direct examination and Formalin-Ether to detect the presence of 

parasitic infection among health-card applicants in Shahroud city, 2011. 

Material and Methods: This cross-sectional study was conducted on 801 patients 

seeking health-card. From each patient, three consecutive stool samples were taken 

and   investigated, using direct examination and formalin-ether method.  

Results: The use of formalin-ether method in recognizing the parasitic infection 

specially giardia  lamblia and  entamobea coli is more than the direct method. 

Conclusion: The formalin-ether method is a more sensitive method than the direct 

method. But in circumstances that is urgency to respond or aims to see the shape of 

trophozoite, the use of direct method is recommended.  
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